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Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission 
February 14, 2017 – Regular Meeting 
 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

(989) 644.8654 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Planning Commission Chairman 
McGrath and the pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present: Laraway, Tafreshi, Preuss, Schofield, & McGrath 
Members Excused: Dunn & Grey 
 
The Agenda was accepted as presented without modification or objection. 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the minutes of the 
December 13, 2016, meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

 There was no report offered by the Chairman. 

 Village Manager Wolff offered a short report in anticipation of the meeting 
running long.  He discussed upcoming training offered by the Michigan 
Association of Planners, the meeting schedule for 2017, and reported on the 
MDEQ’s response to the proposal submitted in December regarding the 
unbuildable lots in southern Lake Isabella.  He reported that the State replied 
with five pages of questions and comments that they would like addressed before 
moving forward. 

 The Village Council report was given by Wolff.  He discussed the December 20th 
meeting and the upcoming election of the Charter Commission. 

 
Public Hearings: 

1. Special Land Use Application 2017-01; Little Flower Events, 565 N. Coldwater Rd. 
Chairman McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:05 PM. 

A synopsis of the application was read by Wolff. 

Public Comment: 
 Robert & Beth Haack stated that they did not receive their notice of the 

meeting until the day of the meeting.  They stated that they are opposed to 
allowing wedding receptions at the property as the noise would be 
detrimental to the enjoyment of their property.  They stated they were not 
opposed to wedding ceremonies, but receptions that could go until 
midnight were not appropriate for the neighborhood in which they live. 

Wolff replied that notices were mailed on January 26th, and also published 
in the Morning Sun on January 29th.  He apologized for the post office’s 
slow delivery, but from speaking to other people that were mailed notices 
for tonight’s meeting they did not have issues with the mail delivery. 
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Applicant Comments: 
Mike Fiorillo stated that they were looking to pursue this business as the 
property has been in his family for over 100 years, and by establishing this 
business it would possibly allow for the next generation of his family to 
continue to live at the property.  He also stated that they did not want to cause 
problems with the neighbors and he feels that they can operate the business in 
a way that does not cause problems with adjacent properties.  He asked the 
Haack’s if they had issues with the reception that they hosted last summer.  
The Haack’s replied that they could hear the noise inside their house and that 
they understood that then it was a one-time occurrence for a family member 
last year and could accept that.  They again stated that they would be opposed 
to receptions happening more frequently that lasted until midnight. 

Mr. Fiorillo suggested an 11 PM cut-off for music as a gesture to help address 
the concerns of the Haacks.  The Haacks stated that they felt that this was still 
too late and were still opposed to approving the application. 

Chairman McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:10 PM. 

Planning Commission Review & Discussion: 
The Planning Commission reviewed the general conditions of the zoning code, 
and the specific requirements of the zoning code applicable to Special Land 
Uses. 

Pruess asked the Haacks if they the reception hosted by the Fiorillos in 2016 
bothered them.  The Haacks replied that it did.  Preuss then asked the 
Fiorillos where the tent would be located for receptions as there may be a 
more suitable location at the property which would address the concerns of 
the Haacks.  Mr. Fiorillo stated that for now reception tents would be located 
in the same general location as the reception in 2016. 

Tafreshi noted that issues with noise would persist until the Fiorillos built a 
permanent structure to house events. 

Laraway asked if the operation would be exempt from the Village’s noise 
ordinance.  Wolff stated that it would not be exempt from the Village’s noise 
ordinance. 

Wolff reviewed the conditions outlined in Section 1262.05 of the zoning code 
which regulates the approval of Special Land Use.  Of the six conditions listed 
in the zoning code, Wolff continually stated that the biggest issue he sees with 
an approval is dealing with noise.  He also noted that traffic may be an issue 
due to the nature of Coldwater Rd., but in his opinion whether or not the 
Planning Commission should approve the request is based on whether it feels 
there are sufficient safeguards in place to mitigate the noise concerns of the 
neighbors. 

Schofield stated that she is in favor of approving the request with conditions 
to allow the Fiorillos to see if they can operate the business in a way that does 
not impact the neighbors. 

McGarth stated that he felt if approved, one of the conditions needs to include 
the step down of noise at 10 PM as required by the Village’s noise ordinance. 
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Preuss asked if it could be approved and revisited the following year to see 
what the impact was on the neighborhood.  Wolff stated that the Planning 
Commission could place a condition on the approval that the Applicant is 
allowed to host only a certain number of receptions before having to return to 
the Planning Commission to review the impact of the use. 

The Planning Commission discussed the number of receptions to allow the 
Applicant to host before requiring them to return to measure the impact on 
the neighborhood.  Wolff suggested 2 receptions. 

Laraway, Schofield, Tafreshi, and Preuss all stated that they felt 2 was too low 
and they would be in favor of something around a half-dozen.  McGrath stated 
he was leaning more towards a lower number, but majority rules. 

McGrath asked Mr. Fiorillo on his feedback regarding what the Planning 
Commission had discussed.  Mr. Fiorillo stated that he would still like to 
pursue a permanent rezoning of the property to hopefully get it rezoned in 
next 4 to 6 months.  Wolff stated that there would be two issues that if such a 
request were presented both the Applicant and Planning Commission would 
need to address.  The first being that the Future Land Use Map of the Master 
Plan has the parcel located in an area for “detached single-family” 
development, not commercial activity.  The second being that an “Outdoor 
Wedding Venue” is only treated as a Special Land Use in the LR-1 district.  
Meaning that if rezoned the Applicant and Planning Commission would need 
to find a zoning district where the use would be appropriate, and that if such 
district were to treat the use as a Permitted Use rather than as a Special Land 
Use the conditions imposed by the Planning Commission to this application 
would not be carried forward with the zoning change. 

A motion was made by Schofield, seconded by Preuss, that Special Land Use 
Application 2017-01, Little Flower Events, at 565 N. Coldwater Road be 
approved as the request meets the general standards specified in the Lake 
Isabella Zoning Code as well as the requirements of Chapter 1262 of the 
zoning code applicable to Special Land Uses. The Special Land Use is 
approved subject to the following conditions: 

1.  Hours of Operation be limited to 8 AM to 9 PM Sunday through Thursday, 
and 8 AM to midnight, with a cutoff for music being 11 PM and guests 
gone from the property by midnight on Friday and Saturday. 

2.  The Applicant is granted the ability to host a total of 6 wedding receptions 
or events which require the use of a Temporary Structure to be approved 
by the Zoning Administrator under Section 1212.29 of the zoning code. 
Upon reaching the limit of 6 wedding receptions or events, the Applicant 
must return to the Planning Commission to evaluate the impact of the use 
on the neighborhood before any additional wedding receptions or events 
may be permitted which require the use of a Temporary Structure under 
Section 1212.29 of the zoning code. At which time if it is determined that 
noise has not been adequately mitigated that Special Land Use Approval 
may be revoked by the Planning Commission. 

3. Portable Toilets shall be removed from the parcel within 48 hours of the 
event held. 
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4. Food provided for events shall not be prepared on-site unless a permit has 
been obtained from the Central Michigan District Health Department. 

5. Damage done to the property from events shall be promptly repaired as to 
maintain the appearance of the property as a single-family dwelling when 
not in use as a wedding venue. 

6. The use and consumption of alcoholic beverages on-site shall comply with 
State law. 

7. The use of the site shall comply with the Village’s adopted noise ordinance, 
specifically that adjacent residential properties shall not receive more than 
40 decibels of noise originating from the Special Land Use. 

Roll Call Vote: YEAS: Laraway, Tafreshi, Preuss, Schofield, & McGrath; NAYS: 
None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

2. Site Plan Amendment Application; PWGG, LLC (Isabella Pellet) 6900 W. 
Baseline Rd. 
Chairman McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 8:08 PM. 

A synopsis of the application was read by Wolff. 

Public Comment: 
 A letter was submitted in advance of the meeting by Mr. Rafael 

Dominguez.  Mr. Dominguez expressed concern regarding noise from the 
factory and the excessive discharge of noxious odors from the factory. 

 Ray VanderVelde discussed concerns over engine braking by the factory’s 
raw material supplier.  He also discussed problems with dust from site and 
odor especially when the wind is from the east.   

 Mike Scherba stated that he feels the Village has given the factory a lot of 
leeway over the years to help them establish the business.  He stated that it 
is clear the Village was misled by the original developer on what was going 
to transpire at the factory.  He stated that he feels the Village needs to be 
more restrictive on the conditions required by the factory. 

Applicant Comments: 
Mr. Gary Glawe was present and discussed some of the concerns voiced over 
noise and dust. He stated that he would see if it was possible to convert the 
backup alarm on the loader from a high-frequency sound to a low-frequency 
sound.  He also stated that he would contact the raw material supplier about 
the engine brake issue. 

He stated that he was aware that the original developers promised that raw 
materials would not be stored outside, and that simply is not possible with the 
way in which the factory is configured.  Mr. Glawe stated as part of the Site 
Plan being considered he is planning to add top soil to the berms to address 
the appearance concerns that have been voiced.  He also stated that the 
factory is in compliance with their DEQ permit and that they had recently 
brought in two different groups of consultants to examine the configuration of 
their equipment.  What they have determined is that the original developers 
have the dryer and cyclone configured wrong which requires it to run too hot.  
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This in turn produces more steam than is needed, and the plant is currently 
shut down to make adjustments to the dryer and cyclone which will reduce 
the amount of steam being discharged. 

Chairman McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 8:31 PM. 

Planning Commission Review & Discussion: 
The Planning Commission reviewed the general conditions of the zoning code 
and the requirements of reviewing Site Plans as detailed in section 1214 .09 of 
the zoning code.   

McGrath asked when Mr. Glawe could have the berms completed.  Mr. Glawe 
stated that June 1st was a very realistic deadline. 

Laraway asked why the access drive has not been graveled since being 
developed.  Mr. Glawe stated that there have been more pressing priorities on 
where to invest capital on the site. 

McGrath asked Mr. Glawe if there would be an issue with covering the raw 
materials with tarps to comply with the storage ordinance.  Mr. Glawe stated 
that it wouldn’t be an issue and he hoped to get an understanding reached on 
how they would store items until they are able to build an addition on their 
building or build a second structure. 

Wolff reviewed his staff report with the Planning Commission.  He noted that 
on the Site Plan prepared and submitted for this meeting there were three 
items which needed to be addressed before the Council could approve a final 
version.  Those items are: 

1. The Site Plan does not show a location for the bulk diesel fuel tank on-site. 

2. The Site Plan shows parking spaces of 9 x 18 which does not meet 
ordinance requirements. 

3. The stack height has already been addressed on a previous Site Plan 
approval and is not part of this application.  That language needs to be 
removed. 

A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Schofield, to recommend Site Plan 
Application 2017-01, PWGG, LLC located at 6900 W. Baseline Rd. to the Village 
Council for approval as it satisfies the requirements contained in Chapter 1214 
of the zoning code, and to the general provisions of the zoning code.  This 
recommendation is based upon and subject to the following conditions: 

1.  While in production between the hours of 8 PM and 7 AM the overhead 
doors facing the west shall be kept closed, except as briefly needed for 
deliveries, removing finished product, and emergencies. 

2.  Landscaping for the berms, including trees as shown on the Site Plan and 
planting of a vegetative covering, shall be finished by June 1, 2017; all 
required landscaping shall be maintained and restored if damaged or 
destroyed. 

3. Not more than 200  cubic yards of raw materials which are in the process of 
being used and all raw materials not planned for use in the next 48 hours 
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shall be covered as required by §618.03 to prevent dust and debris from 
leaving the site. 

4.  Exterior lighting shall be shielded in such a way as to direct all light toward 
the Earth's surface and away from reflective surfaces, and all future lighting 
changes shall comply with the Village’s External Lighting Ordinance.   

5. The owner shall submit a list of hazardous materials to be kept on file and 
shared with local first responders and shall update the list as changes occur 
to keep first responders properly aware of hazards on-site. 

6. The existing paved driveway is maintained and kept free from obstructions. 
Also, the “access drive” and gravel parking areas shown on the Site Plan are 
to be improved with gravel by June 1, 2017 and regularly maintained after 
that by grading and brining at least once every four months. 

7. The on-site storage of raw materials and finished product shall be restricted 
to the areas shown on the Site Plan by October 1, 2017.  In the interim 
period the Applicant may store raw materials and finished product on-site in 
areas not designated on the Site Plan provided such is not a nuisance to 
adjacent properties and the Applicant maintains the area in front of the 
overhead doors free from raw materials and finished product as shown on 
the Site Plan. 

8.  The Applicant submits an amended drawing addressing the following items: 
a.  A location designated for the bulk fuel diesel tank. 

b. Removal of the size description of on-site parking spaces. 

c. Removal of language relating to an additional extension of the stack 
height. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Public Comment: 
 Ray VanderVelde asked about the status of the berm between his property and 

the Pellet Factory.  He and Mr. Glawe discussed making it taller as it is not 
currently complete per the submitted Site Plan and how that would work 
regarding encroachment over their shared property line. 

Existing Business: None 

New Business: 

1. 2016 Planning & Zoning Report 
A report detailing planning and zoning activity for 2016 was prepared by the 
Village Manager and submitted for review.  The report detailed permit activity, 
enforcement activity, training, modifications to the zoning ordinance, and 
appeals requested to the ZBA. 
A motion was made by Schofield, seconded by McGrath, to submit the report 
prepared by staff to the Village Council to satisfy the statutory requirements of 
making an annual report to the legislative body on planning and zoning activity 
for the previous year.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0 
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Public Comment: 
 Mike Scherba thanked the Planning Commission for setting firm dates for items 

in the Site Plan review for the Pellet Factory. 
 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:22 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      [Approved,  March 14, 2017] 
        Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk       



Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting – March 14, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Dave McGrath. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Tafreshi, Laraway, Preuss, and McGrath 
Members Absent: Schofield and Dunn 
 
The meeting Agenda was accepted without objection or modification. 
 
Tafreshi noted a typo on page 2 of the Draft Minutes for the February meeting.  A motion was 
made Preuss, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the minutes of the February meeting as 
corrected.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5‐0‐0. 
 
Reports: 

 Chairman – None 

 Village Manager – Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on the status of plowing 
and winter road maintenance.  He also discussed with the Planning Commission the 
data sent by Isabella County 9‐1‐1 on calls for service to Lake Isabella in 2016. 

 Village Council ‐ None 
 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comments: None 
 
Existing Business: 

1. Special Land Use Ordinance 

The Planning Commission continued its review of the Village’s Special Land Use 
procedures.  There was discussion regarding what entity should be the final mechanism 
for approval (staff, Planning Commission, or Village Council).  There was discussion 
about creating a separate SLU Review Board of a Planning Commission Member, Council 
Member, and Staff Member.  That idea was not pursued as staff stated that MCL 
125.3502 would prohibit such a board from approving SLUs.  

The Planning Commission discussed created different classes of Special Land Uses 
which, in turn, would have a different approval process.  Grey also requested that the 
Village pursue updating the regulations on windmills and solar facilities as part of this 
process. 

The Planning Commission also discussed what uses were appropriate for the area 
around the airport, and whether to revisit the uses allowed around the airport as part of 
this ordinance.  



Wolff stated that as part of the update to the SLU regulations, the Village will need to 
revisit the Site Plan approval process to make sure that the processes are harmonious 
with each other. 

New Business: 

1. Capital Improvement Plan Discussion 

The Planning Commission reviewed the current Capital Improvement Plan as part of 
staff’s preparation for developing the 2017‐2018 Budget.  Wolff discussed possibly 
changing the style of the document for the upcoming year to have a better visual tie‐in 
to projects that are connected to the Village’s Master Plan. 

2. Redevelopment Ready Communities Program 

The Planning Commission reviewed the information provided regarding the RRC 
program.  Wolff stated that it was his opinion that the Village should become engaged in 
the program.  In doing so, it would open the Village up to grant opportunities for not 
only development projects, but also developing economic development or marketing 
strategies for the community.  Wolff asked the Planning Commission to review the 
material and consider adopting a motion at the April meeting recommending Village 
involvement to the Village Council. 

Public Comments: None 
 
With no further business, the Planning Commission stood in adjournment at 8:42 PM. 
 
 

           
Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



*  Grey arrived to the meeting at 7:05 PM. 

Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting – April 11, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Dave McGrath. 
 
Members Present: Tafreshi, Preuss, Schofield, and McGrath 
Members Absent: Laraway and Grey* 
 
A motion was made by Schofield, seconded by Tafreshi, to accept the Agenda as presented. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4‐0‐0. 
 
A motion was made by Preuss, seconded by Tafreshi, to accept the minutes of the March 14th 
meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4‐0‐0. 
 
Reports: 

 Chairman – McGrath and Schofield both discussed recent training that they attended 
which was conducted by the Michigan Association of Planners.  McGrath read an email 
from George Dunn, submitting his resignation from the Planning Commission. 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by McGrath, to regretfully accept Mr. Dunn’s 
resignation with thanks for his service. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5‐0‐0. 

 Village Manager – Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on the status of plowing 
and winter road maintenance.  He also discussed the process the Village is going 
through with the Audit and Insurance RFPs and website. 

 Village Council ‐ None 
 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comments: None 
 
Existing Business: 

1. Special Land Use Ordinance 

The Planning Commission reviewed the different style options presented on how to 
format this section of the zoning code.  The Planning Commission liked the all‐inclusive 
approach that had the districts where each use would be allowed, along with the 
various approvals for that use in each district where possibly allowed.   

The Planning Commission also discussed the uses allowed around the airport.  There 
was discussion to make it more restrictive to place a large hangar on the north side of 
Bonanza where there is no real means of accessing the runway.  The idea was discussed 
to allow self‐storage units on this side of Bonanza if such could be screened and located 
at a reasonable distance from residential uses.  It was also discussed that hangars over a 
certain size should be treated as some type of a Special Land Use, and not as a 
permitted use. 



*  Grey arrived to the meeting at 7:05 PM. 

2. Redevelopment Ready Communities Program 

A motion was made by Schofield, seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend to the Village 
Council that the Village participate in the Redevelopment Ready Communities program. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5‐0‐0. 

New Business: 

1. Alternative Energy Ordinance 

The Planning Commission reviewed a rough draft of possible amendments to the Zoning 
Code to address alternative energy systems at residential properties.  There was 
discussion regarding whether to allow wind turbines as either free standing structures 
or attached to a structure.  Concerns were voices over noise and appearance and there 
was not strong support for relaxing the zoning to make it permissible to install a wind 
turbine. 

Public Comments: None 
 
With no further business, the Planning Commission stood in adjournment at 8:08 PM. 
 
 

           
Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting – May 9, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Dave McGrath. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Tafreshi, Preuss, Simon, Laraway, and McGrath 
Members Absent: Schofield 
 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Tafreshi, to accept the Agenda as presented. VOICE 
VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6‐0‐0. 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Grey, to accept the minutes of the April 11th 
meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6‐0‐0. 
 
Reports: 

 Chairman – McGrath welcomed Mr. Mike Simon to the Planning Commission. 

 Village Manager – Wolff reported to the status of the brush dump, gravel road work, 
permit activity, and the upcoming hearing to renewal the fire protection special 
assessment. 

 The Village Council report was given by Grey.  He discussed the items of business 
covered at the April 25th Council meeting.  He also discussed the public comments from 
the Robert’s regarding a dog incident at Lincoln Drive and Kent Street.  He also updated 
the Planning Commission on the comments made by Gary Glawe with respect to Isabella 
Pellet’s Site Plan. 

 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comments: None 
 
Existing Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017‐02 

The Planning Commission received a first draft of the ordinance which has been 
discussed for several months dealing with updating the development requirements for 
various uses in the community.   

Wolff provided an overview of the draft and asked for members to review it over the 
next month and get comments back prior to the next meeting.  He discussed the format 
of the draft and the areas that still need to be completed. 

With respect previous discussion items which were included in the draft.  Wolff 
highlighted the renewable energy items from the last meeting were included as Exhibit 
C in the draft.  He highlighted a change in how hangars and self‐service storage units are 
handled in the Airport Residential Zone.   



Members reviewed the draft and made comments.  Among them was the need for a 
legend to be included that highlights the different approval levels for the various uses in 
the ordinance. 

Members were asked to have their comments submitted by June 2nd, and have the June 
meeting devoted to review the draft in full.  After that a public hearing could be 
scheduled. 

New Business: 

1. Floodplain Regulations 

Wolff discussed a concern which has been identified regarding fill activity in the 
floodplain.  Members discussed the issue and asked to deal with proposed ordinance 
2017‐02 before moving on to another item.   

Public Comments:  

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista asked about the meaning of “S1, S2, and S3” in proposed 
ordinance 2017‐02.  Wolff stated that referenced the approval level of each item.  S1 
being a Staff Review of a Special Land Use, S2 being a Planning Commission review, and 
S3 being Village Council. 

 
With no further business, the Planning Commission stood in adjournment at 8:07 PM. 
 
 

           
Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



Lake Isabella Planning Commission          1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Regular Meeting Minutes        Lake Isabella, MI 48893 
June 13, 2017                      www.lakeisabellami.org 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Dave McGrath and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present:  Laraway, Grey, Schofield, Preuss, Simon, and McGrath 
Members Excused:  Tafreshi 
 
A motion was by Laraway, seconded by Grey, to approve the Agenda as presented. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Grey, to approve the minutes of the May 
9th meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

• Chairman: None 

• Village Manager: Wolff discussed upcoming time-off he has planned and whether 
that would impact the July meeting. 

• Village Council: Grey discussed the May Village Council meeting and the May and 
June Work Sessions.  Grey also discussed that the Council did discuss options on 
trash service for the community and are interested in having the Manager report 
back on options that could be considered in the community. 

 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comment:  

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive briefly discussed the Council Work Sessions and 
clarified that the Council was not working on Planning Commission related 
ordinances. 

• Mike Fiorillo of Coldwater Road asked for the Planning Commission to consider 
as part of their update of the use development criteria a change which would 
allow him to convert his house into a lodging facility for guests from wedding 
receptions hosted at his property. 

Grey discussed that in the past there has been a request to establish a Bed & 
Breakfast in the Village and that the Village turned that down. 

Wolff stated that there have been several attempts to start short-term rentals 
which are prohibited in the village. 

Simon stated that he thinks there is a need for some type of lodging option in the 
community. 

Laraway stated he was in favor of looking into how that could happen in the 
zoning code. 



Existing Business: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 

The Planning Commission began its review of the various uses listed in the draft. 

Grey asked about whether the Village should require a hard surfaced floor in 
airplane hangars.  The Planning Commission discussed this, and felt that due to 
the potential of spills involving fuels and other fluids it was appropriate to require 
a hard surfaced floor. 

It was again discussed that since the most common interest recently regarding 
hangars has been for storage buildings, that the draft includes language which 
would tighten the restrictions on hangars, but also create a few circumstances 
where self-service storage buildings would be permissible in the AR District. 

Laraway asked for the use to be called “Aircraft” and not “Airplane” when 
discussing hangars. 

The Planning Commission discussed the need for a minimum dwelling size for 
apartments.  It was agreed to use the standards of §1238.05(11) as the minimum 
size standards for attached dwelling units outside of the LR-3 zone. 

There was discussion on Bars & Taverns and setback requirements for them from 
other uses.  It was also discussed to allow Bars & Taverns in both the ECB and 
WCB.  The Commission discussed the need to have the setback from other uses 
consistent for Bars and Brewpubs and Breweries. 

The Planning Commission discussed fire code concerns with Boarding Houses 
and also the lodging request presented by Mike Fiorillo.  On the surface it seems 
the nature of Mr. Fiorillo’s request might fit the definition of a Boarding House.  

The Planning Commission included language about noise and odors not leaving 
the site for various uses. 

 
Public Comment: 

• Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive discussed being consistent and allowing Bars & 
Taverns in the same areas Brewpubs. 

• Mike Scherba asked whether the Village could exclude certain uses that the 
community would not want in the zoning code. 

 
With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 9:02 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Jeff Grey 
Village Clerk 
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July 11, 2017                              www.lakeisabellami.org 

 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Chairman Dave McGrath and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present:  Laraway, Grey, Schofield, Preuss, Simon, Tafreshi, and McGrath 
Members Excused:  None 
 
A motion was by Schofield, seconded by Laraway, to approve the Agenda as presented. VOICE 
VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the minutes of the June 13th 
meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

 Chairman: None 

 Village Manager: Wolff thanked everyone who supported the fireworks.  He discussed 
the record flooding of June 23-24.  He discussed permit activity, and also brought to the 
attention of the Planning Commission a concern he has with the zoning code.  
Specifically, when the Baseline Septic Criteria document is approved, it will open up the 
ability to build houses on Channel Drive, Channel Drive West, and Northveiw.  He stated 
that when looking at these lots it would appear that they are small, even by Lake Isabella 
standards.  He suggested that an overlay district be created to allow the lots in this  area 
to build to the standards allowed for a single T-lot. 

 Village Council: Grey discussed the June Village Council meeting.  He discussed the 
Council’s approval to begin litigation against the owner of 1027 Siesta Lane as the 
structure has been condemned.  He also discussed a request to install a speed bump on 
Cordoba Lane.  He stated that the Council approved the 2017-18 Budget at the June 
meeting. 

 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comment:  

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista stated that he though the company who did the crack 
sealing last year did a good job. 

 

Existing Business: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 

The Planning Commission continued its review of the various uses listed in the draft.  
The Planning Commission reviewed the following numbered uses in the ordinance: 

20: No changes were made. 

21:  No changes were made. 

22: No changes were made. 

23: No changes were made. 



24: No changes were made. 

25: No changes were made. 

26: No changes were made. 

27: No changes were made. 

28: No changes were made. 

29: No changes were made.  A discussion was had regarding the need to maybe amend 
the hour at which a Daycare could begin accepting children based on any future 
changes with school start times.  Wolff suggested that if the school start time does 
change, the Planning Commission could enact a blanket approval for all Daycares to 
start earlier during the school year. 

30: No changes were made.  A discussion was had regarding whether to allow Duplexes 
in the LR-2 area.  After discussion the Planning Commission did not seek out a 
change to the draft to allow duplexes in that zoning district. 

31: No changes were made. 

32: No changes were made. 

33: A clause from the development standards for Asphalt Plant was included to require 
that noise, odors, sound, and other issues may not leave the site. 

34: No changes were made. 

35:  The Planning Commission discussed which districts to allow Gas Stations in.  After 
discussion the Planning Commission listed Gas Stations as a S2 approval in the 
ECBD.  There was discussion about allowing a conveience store in the C-1 District to 
sell fuel from an above ground tank.  Wolff stated he would work on that using the 
definition of Filling Station for the Planning Commission to review next month. 

 Wolff also stated that he had thought about the request from Mr. Fiorillo last month, 
and that if the Planning Commission wanted to address his request the best idea he 
has had so far was to call it a “Lodge” and make that an accessory use. 

Schofield stated that whatever was done should not open the Village up to short-term 
rentals. 

 
Public Comment: 

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista stated he didn’t feel duplexes would be a good option in 
the LR-2 area, but would be along the golf course. 

 
With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:39 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

[Approved 8/8/17] Jeffrey P. Grey    

Jeff Grey 
Village Clerk 
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Lake Isabella Planning Commission                1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Regular Meeting Minutes               Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

August 8, 2017                            www.lakeisabellami.org 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Member Schofield and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
 
Members Present:  Tafreshi, Grey, Schofield, Preuss 
Members Excused:  Laraway, McGrath, and Simon 
 
A motion was by Grey, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as presented. 
VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Preuss, to approve the minutes of the 
July meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 
 
Election of Officers: 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Tafreshi, to keep the current slate of 
officers for 2017-18, which are as follows: 

 Chairman – Dave McGrath 
 Vice-Chair – Robert Laraway 
 Secretary – Tim Wolff 
 ZBA Member – Dave McGrath 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 4-0-0. 
 
Reports: 

 Chairman: None 

 Village Manager: Wolff presented the Village’s new website to the Planning 
Commission. 

 Village Council: Grey discussed the Work Session and Council meeting in 
July.  He discussed the request for a speed bump on Cordoba Lane, 
discussion on moving to a single-hauler for trash service in the village, and 
the Baseline Septic Criteria for Lake Isabella South and Lake Isabella Golf 
Estates #2. 

 
Public Hearings: None 
 
Public Comment:  

 Mike Fiorillo of Coldwater Road asked the Planning Commission to consider 
changes to the proposed use criteria for a Wedding Venue when it got to that 
point in reviewing the draft of Proposed Ordinance 2017-02.  He asked that 
the requirement for a permanent bathroom be removed, and also that the 
minimum parcel size be reduced from 5 acres to 3.  He stated that he would 
like to invest into a three-sided pavilion as the permanent venue, and would 
be using portable restrooms for events.  He also asked if any further 
consideration has been made regarding his request for a lodging use at his 
parcel. 
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Existing Business: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 

The Planning Commission continued its review of the various uses listed in 
the draft ordinance.  It reviewed the following proposed uses listed 
numerically between 36 and 74.  The Planning Commission had discussion 
was had on the following items: 

 Grey questioned whether there should be greater clarity regarding 
parking for the Golf Course. He discussed concerns he has with people 
parking into Fairway Drive. Wolff stated that the parking issue on Fairway 
Drive is more of a street issue, and not something to address in zoning. 

 A typo was corrected in the Group Home uses. 

 Further discussion on kennel regulations was postponed until after the 
Village Council acts on proposed ordinance 2017-04. 

 Hotel/Motel was reviewed and the district schedule set as S2 for both ECB 
and WCB. 

 For Outdoor Recreation Centers, it was clarified that the distance 
proposed is in feet.  It was also added that sound should not leave the 
site. 

 For Racetracks, it was added that sound shall not leave the site. 

 The ability to place a Drive-thru Restaurant in the WCB was struck. 

 The Planning Commission had a discussion about Roadside Stands.  The 
Planning Commission reviewed the definition and asked that the 
requirement that items be grown on-site be removed, and the clause 
prohibiting space inside for customers be struck as well.  The Planning 
Commission asked for the regulations to address differences between 
permanent stands versus temporary or seasonal stands. 

The Planning then reviewed staff’s work on addressing two citizen requests 
regarding future development ideas on their respective properties.  Wolff 
presented a proposed definition of “Lodge” and use criteria to address the 
request of Mike Fiorillo. 

The Planning Commission discussed whether or not it would be better suited 
to rezone the Fiorillo’s property to either LR-3 or a create a new mixed-use 
district that would be appropriate for his property and Mike Scherba’s 
property at Bundy and Queens Way.  Wolff stated that it might be best to do 
so based on the nature of the requests and what impact it might have if left 
in the LR-1 zoning district.  He noted that it might require the Future Land 
Use Map of the Master Plan to be amended as it shows Mr. Fiorillo’s area as 
“detached single-family.” 

Wolff then presented a definition and proposed use criteria for a “Filling 
Station” to address the request of Mike Scherba.  The Planning Commission 
received that and did not further review it at the meeting due to time 
limitations. 
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2. Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 
The Planning Commission received a draft ordinance that, if adopted, would 
create an overlay zoning district in the area of Channel Drive, Channel Drive 
West, Clubhouse Drive, and Northview Drive in the plat of Lake Isabella Golf 
Estates #2.  The proposed overlay district would amend four site 
development requirements in the underlying LR-1 zoning district.  Wolff 
stated that his hope is that by providing greater flexibility, it will make it 
easier for people to develop these lots once they become buildable. He stated 
that due to the size of the lots and documented soil conditions, it is believed 
that this area will likely see alternative on-site septic systems developed 
which may require more room than conventional systems.  A public hearing 
was set for the September meeting. 

 
New Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-05 
The Planning Commission received a draft ordinance that, if adopted, would 
clarify the terms “Manufactured Home” and “Modular Home” in the zoning 
code.  A public hearing was scheduled for the September meeting. 

 
Public Comment: None 
 
 
With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:52 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Approved 9-12-2017] Jeffrey P. Grey  
Jeff Grey 

Village Clerk 



Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – September 12, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

989.644.8654 

  

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited by all in attendance. 

Members Present: Preuss, Simon, Schofield, Grey, Tafreshi, Laraway, and McGrath 
Members Absent: None 

The Chair called for any changes to the Agenda.  Seeing none, he ruled that the Agenda was 
accepted as presented without objection. 

There was a correction to the August 8, 2017 minutes.  A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded 
by Simon, to approve the corrected August minutes.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports: 
 Chairman: Thanked Schofield for running the August meeting. 

 Manager: Wolff discussed Code Enforcement and the process to apply for funding to recover 
expenses from the June flood. 

 Village Council: Grey discussed the Council’s discussion on a Single Hauler Refuse License 
Ordinance.  He stated one of the main reasons it is being looked at is in order to help preserve 
streets by cutting down on the number of heavy trucks on Village streets.  He also stated that 
it could also be a cost savings to residents if a single company is awarded an exclusive contract 
to service the community. 

Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 

Preuss requested to be excused from discussion and voting on this matter as he owns a lot in 
the proposed Overlay District and feels his involvement may be seen as a conflict of interest.  
The Planning Commission briefly discussed the request.  A motion was made by Tafreshi, 
seconded by Grey, to excuse Planning Commissioner Preuss from discussion and voting on 
Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 due to a possible conflict of interest.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0-0. 

McGrath opened a Public Hearing at 7:13 PM. 

Public Comments: 
 John Sherub submitted an email before the meeting in support of the proposed Overlay 

District. 
 Marc Forrest submitted a letter (attached) before the meeting in opposition of the 

proposed Overlay District. 
 Galen Voss spoke in favor of the proposed Overlay District, and thanked the Village 

for the work they have done in recent years to get to this point. 
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 Carrie Eritano spoke in favor of the proposed Overlay District.  She stated that her and 
her sister inherited their property from their grandparents and currently can only use 
the property for day use.  She stated that it would be a dream come true for her family 
to finally be able to build on the property. 

 Doris Sherwood spoke in support of the proposed Overlay District and stated she was 
impressed with the work of the Village and the forward thinking that has went into 
addressing possible development issues before they arise.  She also stated that she feels 
any impact on the lake will be minimal as many vacant lot owners are currently using 
the lake, boating, and maintaining their lots. 

 Janet Suriano stated that she was concerned about whether smaller homes would have 
a negative impact on the value of her existing home.   

 Skip Curtiss stated that he was opposed to the proposed Overlay District. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:38 PM. 

McGarth asked Wolff to address a comment that he has heard claiming that people in this area 
of the Village purchased property knowing it was unbuildable.  Wolff stated that he strongly 
disagrees with that view.   

Wolff stated that through the items he has researched, he feels it is safe to say that when the 
property was originally developed it was done so with a system the intended to allow everyone 
the ability to build at some point in time.  He stated some were allowed to build immediately 
and utilize on-site septic systems.  The reason for this he stated was that it was needed to build 
up the number of users to support the operation and maintenance costs for the sewer system 
that was supposed to be built in the late 70s and early 80s.   

Wolff stated that documents from the original developer reference when a sewer would be 
built, not if a sewer would be built.  This was further reinforced by requiring lot purchasers to 
pay into an escrow fund to provide capital to build the sewer system.  He also stated that the 
governmental entities that mandated the restrictions also included an opt-out if that original 
plan failed. The recorded restrictions allow for further development upon a written agreement 
being reached by the stakeholders after reviewing the progress of developing a sewer system.  
It is under that option that the Village has been working with the original stakeholders since 
2008. 

The Planning Commission discussed reviewing several items in the draft.  Specifically, it was 
discussed about limiting the ability to utilize the Overlay District to parcels of single lots to be 
consistent with the requirements for single T-lots.  It was also discussed to increase the 
minimum size to 1,000 square feet to be consistent with the recorded Building & Use 
Restrictions.  Members discussed if there were additional design or features that could be 
required for homes developed via the Overlay District to ensure they do not have a negative 
impact on the area. 

A motion was made by Schofield, seconded by Laraway, to post-pone action until the October 
meeting to allow staff to present options for consideration on the points discussed after the 
close of the Public Hearing on development size, limiting the ability to utilize the Overlay 
District, and additional design requirements.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
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2. Proposed Ordinance 2017-05 

Preuss rejoined the Planning Commission from his seat in the audience at this time. 

McGrath opened a Public Hearing at 7:54 PM. 

Public Comments: 
 Doris Sherwood stated that she feels placing a high standard on aesthetics is a good 

thing to include in the zoning code. 
 Carrie Eritano stated that she supports higher standards for construction. 
 Mike Scherba stated that he supports the proposed change to clarify where 

Manufactured Homes can be located in the zoning code. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 8:04 PM. 

A motion was made by Simon, seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend Proposed Ordinance 
2017-05 to the Village Council for adoption.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Public Comments:  

 Galen Voss stated that one thing that should be considered with the proposed Overlay 
District is the limit of 26 feet in height to the peak for homes built via the Overlay.  He 
feels that this may be too low. 

Existing Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-05 

The Planning Commission continued its review and mark-up of Ordinance 2017-02.  The 
following numbered uses were reviewed and discussed in the draft: 

75.  The following conditions was added to the development requirements. “The proposed 
uses, activities, processes, materials, equipment, and conditions of operation will not be 
detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of smoke, fumes, 
glare, noise, vibration, or odors which leave the site.” 

76.  The following conditions was added to the development requirements. “The proposed 
uses, activities, processes, materials, equipment, and conditions of operation will not be 
detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of smoke, fumes, 
glare, noise, vibration, or odors which leave the site.” 

77.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

78.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

79.  The word “may” was changed to “shall” in development conditions “B.” 

80.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

81.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

82. The following conditions was added to the development requirements. “The proposed uses, 
activities, processes, materials, equipment, and conditions of operation will not be 
detrimental to any persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of smoke, fumes, 
glare, noise, vibration, or odors which leave the site.” 
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83.  The wording of the title of the use was changed from “Mobile” to “Manufactured” to 
reflect the changes in Proposed Ordinance 2017-05. 

84.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

85.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

86.  No changes were made to the draft text.  It was discussed at this point that the draft should 
reflect that when there is a distance required to be maintained between uses, that it applies 
across jurisdictional boundaries.  It was also discussed to add an isolation distance to 
marijuana businesses which may be located either inside or outside the Village’s 
boundaries. 

87.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

88.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

89.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

90.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

91.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

92.  The minimum parcel size was reduced from 5 acres, to 3 acres.  The requirement for 
permanent bathrooms was changed to reflect that only bathroom facilities are required 
during events.   

93.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

94.  No changes were made to the draft text. 

The Planning Commission also reviewed Exhibit B and Exhibit C of the draft.  After 
completing its review, the Planning Commission asked for a clean draft to be prepared for the 
October meeting reflecting the past months of discussion and work, and to have a Public 
Hearing scheduled as part of the next meeting. 

Public Comments: None 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 PM. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Approved October 10, 2017]  Jeffrey P. Grey    

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
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Public Comment Letter from Mr. Marc Forrest: 

 
 

Mr. Tim Wolff, Village Manager 
Ms. Jessica Manley, Deputy Village Manager 
C/O The Village of Lake Isabella 
1010 Clubhouse Dr. 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 
(989) 644-8654 

September 11, 2017 

 

Re: Public Hearing #1: Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 - “Chalet Overlay 
District” 

 

Please accept this correspondence as public comment submission for the 
Village of Lake Isabella Planning Commission regular meeting scheduled to 
occur on Tuesday, September 12, 2017. This correspondence is regarding 
Public Hearing #1: Proposed Ordinance 2017-03 – Chapter 1258 of the 
Zoning Code titled “Chalet Overlay District.” I would like to go on record 
requesting the Planning Commission and, if necessary, the Village Board to 
reject the proposed ordinance 2017 - 03; asking that no additional Village 
resources or time be spent on a proposal that I believe to be riddled with 
concerns; including disparate treatment of the selected area over other Lake 
Isabella land holders, the potential of providing individuals on the Board and 
the Planning Commission financial or building advantages from the work 
product of these entities, and other community liabilities. 

Initially, and certainly most concerning from a public administration 
standpoint, I found this project objectionable as public policy. Because the 
scope of this ordinance is so limited and, within that narrow scope, the 
Planning Commission and the Board is entertaining a proposed ordinance 
that specifically benefits members of the Village Board and Planning 
Commission, this brings to light a cause for concern regarding the 
motivation of enacting this measure. Please note, I bear no animus towards 
any individual; however, that any village officials, closely linked to the 
creation, enforcement, or passage of the ordinance, would potentially derive 
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personal benefit, either through real estate valuation increases or with 
building freedom's not offered to the balance of the Lake Isabella 
community, is, in my opinion, simply unacceptable and should be abandoned 
as being potentially rife with moral, policy, or legal conflicts. Notwithstanding 
any voting or participatory abstention on the part of any beneficiaries, at any 
step in the approval process, the limited scope of the ordinance (impacting 
an estimated 47 +/- lots) impacts a relatively high proportion of individuals 
linked to the Village Board and/or Planning Commission. This is concerning 
with regards to motivation, impartiality, and may, to some, give an 
appearance of malfeasance or abuse of power with regards to enacting an 
ordinance that would provide such personal gain for members of the Board 
or Commission from a policy decision. 

Additionally, I find it concerning that this overlay provides a disparate 
treatment for property owners in the affected areas; providing potential 
financial opportunities, or building opportunities,  not afforded to others in 
the community where building restrictions impact similar development and 
allowances. In full disclosure, I own Lots #482, #483, #484, #485, and 
#490 in Golf Estates #2; so this overlay would impact one of my parcels. 
Notwithstanding my personal desire that we not over build in the 
community, to keep the rural feel that has endeared Lake Isabella to me and 
my family, I do not feel that land owners with unbuildable lots should be 
afforded the power and the resources of the Village government to provide 
disparate opportunities over others in the community. It would seem, to me, 
that allowing such small structures, detached garages, and other 
modifications that are prohibited for the rest of the Lake Isabella population, 
for no reason other than an attempt to provide building opportunities on 
land and lots that were known to be unbuildable and have ties to Board and 
Commission members, is an egregious abuse of zoning powers. 

Lastly, as a community, I believe we would be naïve to think that these land 
owners will not take full advantage of this misguided overlay opportunity; 
turning vacant lots, with limited value, into vacation homes, spec homes, or 
other such value driven paradigms. Traditionally, chalets of this size are 
reserved for vacation homes or retreats. It is then reasonable to extrapolate 
the follow up to such colonization may be houses lined up, side by side, 
crowding the shoreline. This ordinance has potential for generating 
overcrowding, and lake congestion, similar to other resort lakes addled by 
such zoning – grandfathered or otherwise. Also, the effluent and lawn care 
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byproducts, that would reasonably be expected to be precipitated by such 
growth, would add to the already growing concern of uncontrollable weed 
growth in Lake Isabella; a concern that citizens already pay LIPOA to 
struggle with on a continuous basis.  

As a homeowner in the area, I share the very real concern that property 
values in my area would be negatively impacted were such a small chalet 
community come to fruition in my front yard. Opening the door to smaller 
homes, detached garages, and potentially unoccupied vacation homes may 
negatively impact the value of the surrounding area in terms of providing 
comparable values to existing homes, negatively impacting the lake 
sightlines/views, and deteriorating the rustic beauty of GE-II while adding to 
traffic congestion, on the roads and the lake, during holiday periods. 
Vacation or resort chalets are often unoccupied the majority of the year; 
putting additional burden on the resources on the local governing bodies to 
enforce blight ordinances, upkeep, and yard maintenance. Currently, the 
Village and LIPOA struggle to properly administer a number of existing rules, 
regulations, ordinances in a fair and consistent manner; overlooking some 
and tenaciously enforcing others in, what may appear to be, an incongruent 
and capriciously manner. Opening the door to more homes with these 
issues, under the proposed ordinance, would seem to be counterintuitive to 
the best interest of the citizens already living, working, and voting in the 
community. 

Thank you, in advance, for the opportunity to open the door for discussion 
on an ordinance proposal that I consider to have the potential to be so very 
damaging to our community; one that would likely cast a pall over the 
existing Board if approved. I ask the Planning Commission and the Village 
Board to please reconsider this matter and discontinue on the path of 
attempting to change zoning in an area that would benefit a limited few, 
while creating hardship for others, and deny the passage of Proposed 
Ordinance 2017-03 - “Chalet Overlay District” 

Respectfully, 

 

Marc Forrest 



Village of Lake Isabella 

Planning Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – October 10, 2017 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

989.644.8654 

  

The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited by all in attendance. 

Members Present: Preuss, Simon, Schofield, Grey, Tafreshi, Laraway, and McGrath 
Members Absent: None 

The Chair called for any changes to the Agenda.  Seeing none, he ruled that the Agenda was 
accepted as presented without objection. 

There was a correction to the August 8, 2017 minutes.  A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded 
by Simon, to approve the corrected August minutes.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports: 
 Chairman: None 

 Manager: Briefly discussed Code Enforcement and street work. 

 Village Council: Grey discussed the continued work on looking at a Single-hauler Ordinance 
for trash pick-up. 

Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02; Land Use Development Site Criteria 

McGrath opened a Public Hearing at 7:13 PM. 

Public Comments: 
 Paul Cueny asked that the Planning Commission have an open discussion regarding the 

use and location of hangars around the airport as several people were there to discuss 
that issue.  He also stated that he feels the minimum size for a Wedding Venue should 
be 5 acres. 

 Mike Fiorillo asked that under the proposed use of a “Lodge” a 100 square room be 
allowed for 2 people.  He stated he has two small rooms on the third floor of his house 
he would like to rent if he is ever approved as a Lodge. 

 Charles Kiel stated that he feels that the ordinance should allow for more storage 
around the airport, and that people are using most of the hangars over there for storage 
and there is still a need for more. 

 Bob Rau asked if the zoning around the airport was being changed.  He stated he does 
not like people commercially storing items for other people in their hangars.  He also 
stated that hangars should not be allowed where people do not have access to the 
runway. 

 Dave Shoemaker objected to the proposed requirement that a hangar have a hard-
surfaced floor.  He discussed how that impacts the cost for anyone who wanted to build 
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one and use it for storage.  He asked if somebody wanted to get a permit without having 
to do a hard-surface floor would they need to pull one before this ordinance is adopted? 

 Laraway replied to Mr. Shoemaker.  He stated that he supports having a hard-surfaced 
floor as it protects the groundwater.  Preuss stated he agreed with Laraway. 

 Wolff replied to Mr. Rau.  He stated that the issue the Village faces is that the zoning 
ordinance was originally adopted with wording that only regulated the construction of 
hangars and not the use of such.  The wording originally adopted was open-ended as to 
what could happen inside a hangar and that if the owner of a hangar is storing his own 
items and allows others to store inside the building that was not prohibited under the 
originally adopted ordinance.  Wolff also stated that the Village proposed a solution 
about 2 years ago that would have restricted properties on the runway to no storage use, 
allowed commercial storage on the loop between Bonanza and Avion, and restriction 
hangars north of Bonanza.  However, there were no interests in and around the airport 
which supported the Village making such changes. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:24 PM. 

Planning Commission Discussion: 

Grey stated that he supports removing the requirement for a hard-surfaced floor when it 
comes {to} hangars. 

Laraway disagreed and pointed out the importance of ensuring drinking wells are safe. 

Preuss stated that if the floors under a hangar were not hard-surfaced they would need some 
type of barrier. 

The Planning Commission discussed the long-term use of the airport.  Concerns were 
voiced about a future where there was no longer any interest in property owners to use it 
as an airport. 

The Planning Commission made the following changes to the draft: 

Pg. 2 The definition for “Filling Station” was amended to clarify that the sale of fuel was 
for off-site use. 

Pg. 3 The proposed definition change to “State Licensed Mobile Home Parks” was 
deleted. 

Pg. 16 The Planning Commission discussed the flooring requirements for private hangars.  
After discussion it was agreed that the Village Council should address this matter 
and to forward the draft to them knowing that they would have to address the issue 
of hangar use and storage around the airport. 

Pg. 42 The Planning Commission discussed Mr. Fiorillo’s request for lodging at his 
property.  Concerns were voiced by the Planning Commission about allowing 
guests on the 2nd and 3rd floors due to the lack of escape options in the event of a 
fire. 

 The Planning Commission discussed the Village’s prohibition of short-term rentals.  
The Planning Commission felt that this issue should be reviewed by the Village 
Council and that the Council should make any necessary changes to comply with 
the Village’s Rental License ordinance before adoption.  
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Pg. 55 The limitation for Retail Establishments to only sell goods made on-site at their on-
site location was removed. 

Pg. 56 It was clarified that the use defined was the Outdoor Storage of RVs, Boats, and 
Trailers. 

Pg. 66 It was confirmed that the Planning Commission reduced the minimum parcel size 
for a Wedding Venue to 3 acres. 

Pg. 72 The review process was changed to include the designee of the Chair, and not just 
the Chair. 

A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Grey, to recommend Proposed Ordinance 2017-
02 to the Village Council for adoption.  VOICE VOTE: 7-0-0, MOTION CARRIED 
UNAMIOUSLY. 

Public Comments:  

 Paul Cueny thanked the Planning Commission for its work on Proposed Ordinance 2017-
02. 

 Dave Shoemaker stated that allowing hangars to have a dirt or shale floor should be 
sufficient. 

Existing Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-03; Golf Estates II Chalet Overlay District 

Member Preuss excused himself from discussion or participation due to the potential of a 
Conflict of Interest and the past approval of the remaining members of the Planning 
Commission to be excused from this item of business. 

Wolff presented the revised draft of Proposed Ordinance 2017-03.  Since the Public Hearing 
at last month’s meeting revisions to the draft were made that impacted the proposed Overlay 
District in the following ways: 

 Limited the ability to use the modified development conditions to parcels of only a single-
lot as originally platted. 

 Increasing the minimum required dwelling size from 840 square feet to 1,000 square feet 
to be consistent with the Building & Use Restrictions for the plat. 

 The addition of several design requirements for new single-family homes which are 
developed that have opted-in to the Overlay District. 

The Planning Commission received an email from Galen Voss regarding the proposed design 
requirements.  The email discussed the issue of {the proposed requirement to have} 6 {inches 
of} window trim in item “F”.  Mr. Voss stated that this requirement is not consistent with 
mainstream home design standards, and should be eliminated or reduced. 

The Planning Commission reviewed the draft, and the email from Mr. Voss.  After discussion 
the Planning Commission removed the Window Trim requirements under “F”. 
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A motion was made by, Tafreshi, seconded by Grey, to recommend Proposed Ordinance 2017-
03 to the Village Council for adoption.  VOICE VOTE: 6-0-1 (with Preuss abstaining). 
MOTION CARRIED. 

Public Comments:  

 Mike Scherba also thanked the Planning Commission for its work on Proposed Ordinance 
2017-02. 

 Kim Fox discussed people using buildings near the airport for storage.  He stated that if 
groundwater protection is a priority than any hard-surfaced floor should need to be sealed. 

 

With no items of Business pending, the Planning Commission announced its intention to not have 
a meeting in the months of November and December unless there was a zoning application of some 
nature which required their review. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 

 

 
 

X\ Jeffrey P. Grey   

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 
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